CHAPTER XXVI

" WITHOUT BENEFIT OF  CLAIRGT "

NEXT morning., at dim chilly daybreak, the
long-desired son and heir of Corsane of Rusco
made entrance into the world, a couple of weeks
too soon; and Matiota went down to the verge
of death.

The child lived only a few moments, and the
most skilled of Edinburgh physicians asserted
and reasserted that the necromancer David
Arnot was responsible ; in precedent for which
they cited learned utterances of at least a
score of scholars, legislators, and yet more
divines.

Necromancers and witches, it was wel
attested, next to amorous encounters with an
"incubus " or . " succubus/5 loved nothing
better than to blast the offspring of honest
folk

. Had any man in Scotland questioned David
Amot's guilt, the death of Lady Rusco's baby
would have swept away the last doubt.
.. .The news spread quickly through the town;
and even drunken beggars, doling in the gutter,
lifted, their heads and muttered sleepily, ".God